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MWRI Institutional Biosafety Committee Meeting
Minutes
Monday, December 15, 2025 – 2:30PM Via ZOOM

		
Present:

Mellissa Mann, Faculty Member
Robert Powers, Faculty Member
William Walker, Chair, Faculty Member

Absent:

Carol Berger, Community Member
Ed Lettieri, Community Member


The MWRI Institutional Biosafety Committee (IBC) meeting was called to order at 2:30PM.

Minutes of the last meeting held on September 29, 2025, were approved 3-0.

Discussion of New University Regulatory Policies – Dr. Walker reported that the University of Pittsburgh recently adopted a set of new regulatory policies one of which pertains to visiting scholars in the laboratory setting.  The University of Pittsburgh provides a detailed process for hosting visitors/visiting scholars which includes:
· Determination of Visitor Category: Visitors are categorized based on the duration of their visit and the activities they will perform. 
· ResearchSecurity Reviews: Conducted to ensure compliance with regulatory standards and institutional policies. 
· Acquisition of Agreements: Signed visitor agreement documents are required for all visitors. 
· Onboarding and Out Procedures: These procedures are essential for the  -smooth onboarding and offboarding of visitors. 
· Visitor Categories: Visitors can include graduate students, postdoctoral associates and fellows, scientists, researchers, scholars, and other individuals from industry, educational, government, and other institutions.

Discussion of Submitted Protocol – Developing Therapies Targeting Ovarian Cancer (Modification) – Submitted by Ronald Buckanovich, MD, PhD. 

Mouse and human ovarian cancer cell lines will be used. In the original protocol, shRNA and siRNA plasmids will be used to decrease gene expression. In the amendment, a three-plasmid system in the P.I.’s lab will be used to produce lentiviral vectors
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expressing guide RNAs for CRISPR-Cas-mediated knockdown of gene expression. Guide RNAs and Cas will be expressed from different vectors. Some cells are to be transduced with lentiviral constructs and injected into immunodeficient mice.  Some tumor suppressors will be targeted by necessitating BSL2+ and ABSL2 containment.

Dr. Mann requested approval of the modification be accepted with no changes and Dr. Powers seconded.

New Business (including next meeting date/time): Dr. Walker reported that the committee has only reviewed one protocol in the past six months and in the pace of things he proposed meeting every three months.  Members present agreed and the next meeting has been scheduled for March 23, 2026, at 2:30PM.  Calendar invite will be sent to the committee members following this meeting.
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