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MWRI Institutional Biosafety Committee Meeting
Minutes
Monday, March 23, 2026 – 2:30PM Via ZOOM

		
Present:

Carol Berger, Community Member
Ed Lettieri, Community Member
Mellissa Mann, Faculty Member
Robert Powers, Faculty Member
William Walker, Chair, Faculty Member



The MWRI Institutional Biosafety Committee (IBC) meeting was called to order at 2:30PM.

Minutes of the last meeting held on December 15, 2025, were approved 5-0.

Discussion of Needlestick Incident – The committee discussed a needlestick incident that occurred in the Buckanovich Lab on 12/13/2025 and reported to the University of Pittsburgh Biosafety Review Division.  The employee accidentally pricked their index finger (left hand) with insulin syringe needle containing mouse ovarian cancer cells, FTC-D.  The employee followed the required procedures for needlestick puncture and was educated on the risks of using sharps and cell lines.  Clear understanding was expressed.  It was also noted that EH&S will be providing a retraining session to enforce the rules of using sharps and cell lines and recapping needles.

The committee agreed 5-0 on the corrective actions taken.

New Business (Next meeting date/time): The next meeting has been scheduled for June 22, 2026, at 2:30PM.  Calendar invite will be sent to the committee members following this meeting.
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