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MWRI Institutional Biosafety Committee Meeting
Minutes
Monday, June 22, 2026 – 2:30PM Via ZOOM

		
Present:

Carol Berger, Community Member
Mellissa Mann, Faculty Member
Robert Powers, Faculty Member
William Walker, Chair, Faculty Member

Absent:	Edward Lettieri¸ Community Member	



The MWRI Institutional Biosafety Committee (IBC) meeting was called to order at 2:30PM.

Minutes of the last meeting held on March 23, 2026, were approved 4-0.

Discussion of MWRI IBC to the University of Pittsburgh: Dr. Walker noted that in less than ten days (July 1, 2026) Magee-Womens Research Institute will become part of the University of Pittsburgh which means that all regulatory responsibilities will be shifted to the University and the MWRI IBC will be nonexistent.  Dr. Walker thanked the committee members for their service.

Discussion of Protocol “Genetic Manipulation in Mammals and Mammalian Stem Cells” Submitted by Kyle Orwig, PhD:  The amendment is adding a new system of Cas9-packaging enveloped delivery vehicles (Cas9-EDVs). These do not contain the Lentivirus genome but only Cas9 protein. Thus,  they only transiently deliver genome editing machinery selectively to cells of interest. Off-target editing can still occur, but as there is no genome integration, BSL-2 containment should be fine. pLenti-CRISPR V2 is a common Lentiviral vector; if used, it will package the Lentiviral genome (LTR) and not the Cas9. Other work includes the use of Lentiviral vectors to overexpress or knockdown specific candidate genes in spermatogonial stem cells (neither TSG nor oncogenes). The modified SSCs will then be transplanted to the testes of recipient mice to evaluate their spermatogenic potential. Lentivirus, Adenovirus, and/or Adeno-Associated Virus vectors will be injected into the testes of infertile recipient mice to determine whether somatic cells of the testis can be genetically modified. The P.I. suggests that the protocol should be BSL-2+, which is appropriate.
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The proposed BSL-2/ABSL-2+ containment practices are appropriate for the studies and the committee members approved the amendment 4-0.

Other Business:  Dr. Walker reported that ending the MWRI IBC will require notice to the NIH contact which he will handle.  He will also confirm with Bill Yates, Executive Administrator of SVC Research at Pitt, regarding any additional steps that need to be taken.
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